
Geographic Entity Name
File - (GENF)

he GENF file is a flat file that links Federal Information Processing
Standard (FIPS) codes appearing in U.S. GDT products to the name of the
geographic entity associated with that code. In Canadian GDT products,
this file links Standard Geographic Classification (SGC) codes to the name
of the geographic entity associated with that code with the exception of
"Urban Agglomeration".

Geographic entities included in the file are:

U.S. Entities: Canadian Equivalents:

•  States Province or Territory

•  Counties Census Division

•  Minor Civil Divisions (MCDs) Census Subdivision

•  Sub-Minor Civil Divisions N/A
(Sub-MCDs; Puerto Rico only)

•  Places Urban Agglomeration

T

More Information
An urban agglomeration (UA) is not an SGC code but is made up of dissolved urban Enumeration Area boundaries. This is done by using the urban rural flag attached to the EA boundaries. UAs only exist in urban areas. An EA area is considered urban if it has a population greater than or equal to 1,000 and a population density greater than or equal to 400 people per square kilometer.
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File Names
GENF Files are text files available by nation or state.

Nation Tile: GENF<Nation Abbreviation>.TXT

State Tile: GENF<St FIPS or Province SGC>.TXT

Data Content

Field Type Justify Beg End Len Description
ST_FIPS N F 1 2 2 State FIPS Code / Province SGC
CTY_FIPS N F 3 5 3 County FIPS Code / Census Division SGC
MCD_FIPS N F 6 10 5 MCD FIPS Code / Census Sub Division SGC
SUB_FIPS N F 11 15 5 Sub_MCD FIPS Code
PL_FIPS N F 16 20 5 Place FIPS Code / Urban Agglomeration
ENT_TYPE C F 21 21 1 S for State / Province

C for County / Census Division
M for MCD / Census Sub Division
U for SUBMCD
P for Place / Urban Agglomeration

ENT_NAME C L 22 81 60 Geographic Entity Name

Examples from genf06.txt file (U.S.):

0606792690          MSacramento

Sub MCD FIPS,
Place FIPS are blank e
06=State FIPS Code
067=County FIPS Code
92960=MCD FIPS Code
eographic Data Technology

06067          64000PSacrame

MCD FIPS, Sub
MCD FIPS are blank
M=Entity Type (MCD)
Sacramento=Entity Nam
nto

64000=Place FIPS
P=Entity Type (Place)
06=State FIPS Code
067=County FIPS Code
2

Sacramento= Entity Name
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Examples from genf35.txt file (Canada):

3500100001          MLANCASTER

Sub MCD FIPS (N/A)
blank, Urban
Agglomeration blank

M= Entity Type (Census Sub Division)
LANCASTER= Entity Name
35= Province SGC
001= Census Division SGC (01 w/leading 0)
00001= Census Sub Division SGC (001 w/leading 00)
35             00339PWELLINGTON

00339= Urban Agglomeration number
P= Entity Type (Urban Agglomeration)
WELLINGTON= Entity Name
35= Province SGC
Census Division SGC blank
Census Sub Division SGC blank
Geographic Data Technology
Sub MCD FIPS (N/A) blank,
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